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COUNTY OF LOS ANGELES 
SHERIFF’S DEPARTMENT 


INVESTIGATIVE SUMMARY 


INCIDENT: On-Duty Hit Shooting, Suspect Injured 
IAB FILE NUMBER: SH 2486168 

URN: 019-08458-2660-152 

DATE/TIME: June 14, 2019 / 1900 hours 
LOCATION: HB 133" Street East, 


Pearblossom, California 93553 


SYNOPSIS: 


On Friday, June 14, 2019, Internal Affairs Bureau (IAB) Sergeants Omar 
Camacho, John Steele, and Lieutenant Minh Dinh responded to Pearblossom, 
California, regarding an on-duty deputy involved hit shooting incident. On June 
4, 2020, this case was reassigned to Sergeant Jason Cunningham. 


Deputy НИ and Sergeant Jason Trevillyan (Witness Trevillyan) 
attempted to conduct a pedestrian stop of Suspect Robert Ball. During a foot 
pursuit, the suspect turned and pointed a firearm at Witness Trevillyan, anda 
deputy involved shooting occurred. Suspect Ball was struck in the right shoulder. 
Suspect Ball was transported to Antelope Valley Hospital where he was treated 
for his injuries and cleared for booking. 


The on-duty watch commander, Lieutenant Steven De Jong (Witness De Jong), 
took reasonable steps to ensure the involved and witness personnel did not 
discuss the incident among themselves, or with uninvolved persons, prior to 
being interviewed by the assigned investigators. Additionally, the involved and 
witness personnel did not collectively consult with their attorneys or union 
representatives. The involved and witness personnel were gathered in the 
company of a supervisor until they provided their statements to the assigned 
investigators. 


Homicide Detectives Alfred Jaime and David Gunner arrived and assumed 
control of the shooting investigation. For further information, refer to the shooting 
investigation, under Homicide Bureau casebook under URN #019-08458-2660- 
152 [EXHIBIT A, Homicide Case Book]. 
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SUMMARY 


On June 14, 2019, at approximately 1900 hours, Palmdale Station Deputy 

land Witness Trevillyan, working as Unit 268S, were conducting routine 
patrol in the unincorporated area of Pearblossom. Deputy {J and Witness 
Trevillyan were part of a six member Summer Crime Suppression Team 
conducting directed patrol operations in county areas of Palmdale Station. 


While driving north on Longview Road approaching Pearblossom Highway, 
Deputy San Witness Trevillyan saw a pedestrian walking on the dirt 
shoulder of the road. They immediately recognized the pedestrian as Suspect 
Ball, who they previously arrested [Miscellaneous Documents, URN #919- 
06804-2607-091] and knew he was а named suspect for a И. 

Miscellaneous 
Documents, URN #919-07984-2636-093]. 


Deputy {J made a U-turn in front of Suspect Ball and conducted а 
pedestrian stop on the east shoulder of the road, north of Avenue V-10. Deputy 

immediately addressed Suspect Ball by name and directed him over to 
the patrol vehicle. Suspect Ball questioned why he was stopped, and then ran 
east through the open desert. Deputy| and Witness Trevillyan quickly 
communicated with each other that Deput would stay to the west and 
handle radio traffic and Witness Trevillyan would take the patrol vehicle and drive 
to a containment position to the east of Suspect Ball. 


Witness Trevillyan drove the patrol vehicle and turned east on Avenue V-9. 
Deputy {EJ saw Suspect Ball pull a black semi-automatic firearm from his 
right cargo shorts pocket while running. Deputy {attempted to initiate 
radio traffic on his handheld radio over the dispatch radio frequency, however, 
his radio was not broadcasting. Deputy J attempted to alert Witness 
Trevillyan of Suspect Ball's firearm over the direct radio frequency, however, his 
radio did not broadcast. Deputy attempted to yell, and signal to Witness 
Trevillyan however, it was not effective. 


Deputy a. Suspect Ball running toward Avenue V-9 in the direction 
Witness Trevillyan was driving. Deputy {J became fearful Suspect Ball 
would engage Witness Trevillyan with the firearm in an attempt to escape their 
perimeter. Deputy Pesan to chase Suspect Ball on foot. 


Witness Trevillyan passed Suspect Ball and stopped his vehicle. He exited his 
vehicle and gave Suspect Ball commands to stop and to get on the ground. 
Suspect Ball immediately turned south and ran toward Avenue V-10. Witness 
Trevillyan left the patrol vehicle and chased Suspect Ball on foot. Witness 
Trevillyan was unaware Suspect Ball had produced a firearm. 
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Suspect Ball climbed a five to six foot tall chain link fence into a fenced area 
south of Avenue V-10 and fell to the ground on the opposite side. Witness 
Trevillyan approached Avenue V-10 and attempted to detain Suspect Ball at 
gunpoint. Witness Trevillyan noticed Suspect Ball dropped a firearm and a 
cellphone when he fell to the ground. Suspect Ball immediately got up, 
recovered the firearm and ran southeast inside the fence line, parallel to 133 
Street. Deputy He pproachea from the west and climbed over the chain 
link fence, approximately 30 yards from where Suspect Ball had entered the 


property. 


Deputy | АС. Witness Trevillyan and they had a brief verbal 
exchange through the chain link fence. Witness Trevillyan asked Deputy 
sy he did not initiate a radio broadcast. Depu explained his 
radio was not working. Deputy, told Witness Trevillyan he needed to 
broadcast over his radio. Witness Trevillyan and Deputy aa advised each 
other Suspect ball was in possession of a firearm. Witness Trevillyan initiated an 
emergent radio broadcast over the Duplex Patch, on Dispatch 15, indicating a 
person with a firearm was running from them. Witness Trevillyan updated their 
location, and advised they were in foot pursuit, near 130" Street, Longview 
Road, and Avenue W. 


Suspect Ball continued to run southeast through the property, holding the firearm 
by the slide in his right hand. Witness Trevillyan followed 133” Street which 
paralleled Suspect Ball's path, outside the chain link fence line. Der u 
stayed even with Witness Trevillyan and they followed Suspect Ball in a “V” 
formation, staying approximately 30 to 40 yards behind the suspect. 


Suspect Ball began to slow down, turned his body, and looked over his shoulder 
several times at Deputy [EEE and Witness Trevillyan. Suspect Ball gripped 
the firearm in his right hand, with his arm bent with the firearm held by his chest. 
They followed Suspect Ball as he went up a slope toward a clearing. Deputy 
Ий concerned because Suspect Ball continued to turn his body апа 
firearm toward Deputy land Witness Trevillyan. Deru eae 
Suspect Ball was deciding which of them to engage in a gunfight. Deputy 
ИШЕ; in fear for Witness Trevillyan’s safety as Suspect Ball turned and 
pointed his firearm a fourth time in Witness Trevillyan’s direction, through the 
chain link fence. 


Deputy 8 fired one round from his firearm at Suspect Ball. Suspect Ball 
was hit in the right shoulder and immediately went to the ground, dropping his 
firearm. 


Witness Trevillyan broadcasted over the radio there had been a deputy involved 
shooting and climbed over the chain link fence along 133" Street to assist 
Deputy MENEN. They converged, and approached Suspect Ball and secured 
the firearm. The firearm was later determined to be a CO2 pressurized BB gun 
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Witness Trevillyan provided cover for Deputy [EM and he requested for the 
fire department, additional units, and for a sergeant to respond to the area and to 
secure their patrol vehicle. Deputy M provided aid to Suspect Ball until the 
fire department personnel responded. Suspect Ball was transported to Antelope 
Valley Hospital where he was treated for his gunshot wound. 


Additional units arrived and secured the scene. Deput and Witness 
Trevillyan provided a brief account to field sergeants, Sergean 
(Witness ЕЙ and Sergeant Marc Mrakich (Witness Mrakich). Deputy 

Marshall and Witness Trevillyan were transported to Palmdale Station, where 


they were sequestered until they were interviewed by Homicide investigators. 


DISTRICT ATTORNEY’S LETTER OF OPINION 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District 
Attorney's Office reviewed the shooting of Suspect Ball by Deputy. In 
their Letter of Opinion, dated November 23, 2020 [EXHIBIT В] Head Deputy 
District Attorney Shannon Presby concluded “Dep E cr in lawful 
self-defense and defense of another when he used deadly force against Robert 
Ball.” There would be no further action from the District Attorney's Office. 


INVOLVED EMPLOYEE AND WORK HISTORY 


‚ Deputy Sheriff, 00 
North Patrol Division 
Palmdale Station 


Work History 


Date of Employment: 

Date Assigned to Palmdale Station: 
Date Completed Patrol Training: 
Prior Shooting Incident(s): 

Prior Category-3 Force Incident(s): 


Equipment Worn On Person 


Oleoresin Capsicum (OC) Spray 

Key ring 

Smith & Wesson M&P 

Two handcuff cases 

Tourniquet 

Radio holder 

Two ammo magazine pouches with ammo magazines 
Flash light 
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SUSPECT INFORMATION 


Robert Michael Ball 


Male, White, DOB: March 31, 1989; 5'10”; 175 pounds 
ee 54 FBI a MAIN _ 


IAB Note: The Consolidated Criminal History Reporting System 

(CCHRS) revealed Suspect Ball | 
| A copy of Suspect Ball's criminal history is included іп the 

Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A, Homicide Casebook, pages 


81 to 112]. 
SUSPECT’S INJURIES 


Suspect Ball was treated at Antelope Valley Hospital for a gunshot wound, and 

cleared for booking. The suspect sustained an entry and exit gunshot wound to 
his right shoulder which fractured the Humerus. Refer to Suspect Robert Ball's 

Jail Medical Records [EXHIBIT C, Suspect Ball’s Jail Medical Records]. 


IAB Note: ІАВ Investigators were unable to obtain a consent from 
Suspect Ball for the release of his medical records from Antelope Valley 
Hospital. 


DEPUTY PERSONNEL INJURY 


Deputy and Witness Trevillyan were uninjured. 


Forensic Identification Specialists (FIS) Yvette Gonzalez from the Los Angeles 
County Sheriffs Department Scientific Services Bureau responded to Palmdale 
Station and photographed Deputy and Witness Trevillyan [EXHIBIT D, 
Crime Lab Photographs]. 


PHYSICAL EVIDENCE 


All physical evidence was measured, photographed, and collected at the scene 
by FIS Cathy Johnson, and FIS Yvette Gonzalez, from the Los Angeles County 
Sheriff's Scientific Services Bureau. Homicide Detectives Teri Bernstein, and 
Kasey Woodruff, assisted FIS Johnson and FIS Gonzalez with the collection of 
evidence. For descriptions of the evidence collected and where it was collected, 
see the Homicide Investigation Book [EXHIBIT A, Homicide Casebook, pages 
116 to 120]. 
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INVESTIGATOR’S OBSERVATIONS 


Approximately four hours had elapsed from the shooting to IAB Investigator's 
observations. The crime scene was described in detail by Homicide investigators 
[EXHIBIT A, pages 20 to 22]. Their description of the crime scene was 
consistent with IAB investigators’ observations. The crime scene was also 
photographed and documented by the Scientific Services Bureau personnel 
[EXHIBIT D, Crime Lab Photographs]. 


WEAPONS USED BY DEPUTY ОШ 


Deputy J fired one round of Department-issued 9mm ammunition from his 
Department authorized, Smith & Wesson M&P, semiautomatic pistol. The 
firearm was examined by Senior Criminalist Phil Teramoto, of the Scientific 
Services Bureau Firearms Identification Section and found to be functional 
[EXHIBIT A, Homicide Casebook, pages 114 and 115]. 


Deputy ЕН 


Date last qualified: 
Date last trained with firearm: 
WEAPONS USED BY SUSPECT ROBERT BALL 


Suspect Ball possessed an “Umarex 9xP 4.5mm CAL” firearm, which was later 
determined to be a CO2 pressurized BB gun. 


PROPERTY DAMAGE 


believed the damage occurred when he exited the patrol vehicle and the 
radio antenna was caught in the seatbelt. IAB Investigator observed the 
damaged antenna in Crime Lab Photographs [EXHIBIT D, Crime Lab 
Photographs, Photo 404a8226pic01]. Deputy 0 Class B right pant leg 
was torn above the knee during the incident. It is unknown how the damage 
occurred [EXHIBIT D, Crime Lab Photographs, Photo 404a8230pic01]. 


— radio antenna was damaged during the incident. Deputy 


CRIMINAL INVESTIGATORS AND CHARGES FILED 


The criminal investigation into the shooting was handled by Homicide Detective 
Alfred Jaime of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department's Homicide Bureau. 
On June 18, 2019, criminal charges were filed on Suspect Ball for the following 


offenses: 
- Driving or Taking a Vehicle without Consent, violation of Vehicle Code 


section 10851(a), a felony. 
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- Fleeing a Pursuing Peace Officer's Motor Vehicle while Driving 
Recklessly, violation of Vehicle Code 2800.2, a felony. 

- Resisting, Delaying, or Obstructing a Peace Officer, violation of Penal 
Code 148 (a) (1), a misdemeanor. 

- Brandishing a Replica Gun, violation of Penal Code 417.4, a 
misdemeanor. 


Additionally, Detective Jaime alleged Suspect Ball ha 


The Felony Complaint is included the Homicide Book 
A, Homicide Casebook, pages 75- 80]. 


On July 31, 2019, Suspect Ball plead no contest to 10851(a) VC and 2800.2 VC 
and sentenced to 44 months of State Prison. 


LIGHTING AND WEATHER CONDITIONS 


The shooting occurred іп a sparsely populated open desert area, west of 133” 
Street East, across from an abandoned residence а 


ae The shooting occurred during the early evening hours at 1901 
jours. There was no street lights at the scene. 


IAB Note: Per Almanac records, on June 14, 2019, sunset was at 
2005 hours in the Pearblossom area [Almanac Record, Miscellaneous 
Documents]. 


RADIO TRANSMISSIONS 


IAB investigators obtained and reviewed all radio traffic and cold-line 
communication associated with the foot pursuit and deputy-involved shooting of 
Suspect Ball from 1900 hours to 1934 hours. Witness Trevillyan, along with 
responding units, utilized the SCC Dispatch Channel 15 radio frequency on the 
duplex patch. The radio traffic communications were uploaded to a compact disc 
and included in the case book [Exhibit E, Dispatch 15 and Coldline Radio 
Traffic Audio]. 


The following is a brief synopsis of the radio transmission audio clips. 
Dispatch Channel 15 (1900 hours to 1934 hours) 


7:00:20 PM- Radio traffic recording started (subsequent times are based on the 
(00:00:00) audio player time stamp). 


(00:00:12)- Unit 268S (Witness Trevillyan) requested the patch and advised a 
“417” (Person with a gun) suspect was running from them. 
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(00:00:30) Unit 2685 advised their location was 130" Street East, Longview 
Road and Avenue W. Witness Trevillyan advised they were in a 
foot pursuit and were headed southbound. 


(00:00:50) Unit 265A and additional unit advised they were responding in less 
than one minute. 


(00:00:57) Unit 260S (Witness Mrakich) advised he was responding. 


(00:01:13) Unit 268S (Witness Trevillyan) advised they were still running 
southbound. 


(00:01:27) Unit 268S (Witness Trevillyan) advised “998” (Deputy involved 
shooting). He stated all deputies were accounted for and provided 
the suspect's clothing description. 


(00:02:19) Unit 268S (Witness Trevillyan) advised they were Code-4 (No 
further assistance needed), requested a field sergeant to continue 
to respond and “902R” (Rescue responding) for the suspect. He 
requested responding units to locate them south of their radio 
vehicle. 


(00:03:03)- Aero advised they were responding from Santa Clarita Valley 
Station. 


(00:09:01) Unit 268S (Witness Trevillyan) provided their updated location as 
133" Street East and Avenue V-12. 


(00:11:01) Unit 265A advised they were at location and were with Unit 268S’s 


radio vehicle and were securing it. 
(00:13:02) Unit 265A advised they were with Unit 2685. 


(00:14:00) Units ij (Witness J and 2605 (Witness Mrakich) both 
advised they were still responding to the location Code-3 
(Emergency-Red lights and sirens). 

(00:15:21) | Unit 260S advised he had arrived at the incident location. 


(00:16:10) | Command Post established at Pearblossom Highway and 
Longview Road. 


Cold Line Communication 
At 7:00.50 P.M. (00:03:41 audio player time stamp), the Palmdale Station Watch 


Commander, Witness De Jong, connected the “Cold Line” and spoke to 
personnel at the Sheriff's Communication Center (SCC). Witness De Jong 
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immediately advised there was a unit, with a sergeant, involved in foot pursuit 
and he requested Aero Bureau resources and the call was disconnected. The 
Watch Deputy, Deputy Amber Little, immediately called the SCC Bridge back and 
Witness De Jong established a connection with SCC personnel and confirmed 
the situation was “Code-4,” rescue personnel were responding, Aero Bureau was 
responding, and ascertained the location of the incident. He additionally 
requested SCC ensure a deputy went to the radio vehicle of the involved 
personnel. Witness De Jong stated he was immediately responding to the 
location. 


IAB Note: Deputy] and Witness Trevillyan were not wearing 
body worn cameras nor had they been issued at the time of this incident. 


STATEMENTS 


The following interviews were recorded and transcribed. For more information 
and precise wording, refer to the Compact Disc submitted with this case 
containing the verbatim interview transcriptions and audio recordings. The 
following narrative contains summaries of the interviews: 


INVOLVED PERSONNEL 


рери) ЕЕН 


Оп June 15, 2019, Deputy participated їп a voluntary interview with 
Homicide Detectives Alfred Jaime and David Gunner at Paimdale Station. 


Deputy, did not have representation. Deputy 5 Homicide 
interview was recorded, transcribed and submitted [Deputy (НОМ)]. 
On August 17, 2021, IAB Sergeants Jason Cunningham and Sara Rodriguez 


interviewed рСериу 00 at Palmdale Station. Deputy did not 
request representation. The interview was recorded, transcribed, and submitted 


[Deputy (^8). 


On June 14, 2019, Deputy {J was assigned to work Пп! ЮЖ ог PM 
shift. Deputy was working on a Summer Crime Suppression Team, 
along with Witness Trevillyan. Deputy [had a long history of working 
patrol with Witness Trevillyan at Palmdale Station, previously as deputies. They 
worked together on the Summer Crime Suppression Team in May 2019. Deputy 
commonly discussed tactics with his partners, specifically in regards to 
tactics during foot pursuits [Deputy] = (IAB) transcript pages 4, 7-8]. 


While patrolling the Palmdale Station areas of Pearblossom and Little Rock, 
Deputy was driving their patrol vehicle north on Longview Road 
approaching Pearblossom Highway. Deputy | and Witness Trevillyan 
saw and recognized Suspect Ball walking north on Longview Road on the east 
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side of the road. Deputy and Witness Trevillyan had arrested Suspect 
Ball for =e approximately three weeks earlier in the same area and 
knew he was a named suspect in another Н [Miscellaneous 
Documents, Incident Report URN #919-07984-2636-093] from the week prior. 
Deputy [Knew Suspect Ball was a gang member who was using 


methamphetamine and had a strong suspicion he was stealing cars in the area 
Оер уа: (IAB) transcript pages 9, 13-14]. 


Deputy Hace a U-turn near Avenue V-9, and drove directly toward 
Suspect Ball and stopped their vehicle offset, approximately 10 yards in front of 
the suspect. As Deputy Не the driver’ he stated he 
momentarily got caught in the seatbelt. Deputy called Suspect Ball by 
name and told hi toward their patrol vehicle. Suspect Ball questioned 
why, and Deputy lll 5 him over to the vehicle. Suspect Ball gave an 
indication to he was going to run, and immediately ran directly east. Deputy 

elled at Suspect Ball to stop running. There was no indication Suspect 
Ball was armed. [Deputy 0 < (IAB) transcript pages 9, 15-17]. 


Deputy EE told Witness Trevillyan, who walked up behind him, to take the 
vehicle and Deputy {J would broadcast over the radio. Deputy| 
considered using other deputies on the Summer Crime Suppression Team, who 
were nearby, that could establish a containment around Suspect Ball. Witness 
Trevillyan indicated he was going to take a containment position to the east. 
Deputy stated the technique was often used in patrol and discussed in 
training and is beneficial to use in desolate areas [Deputy 0 (IAB) 
transcript pages 18-19, 23-24]. 


Deputy saw Witness Trevillyan turn east on Avenue V-9 from Longview 
Road. Deputy oved south approximately 10 to 20 yards along 
Longview Road and through the flat desert. Suspect Ball made an awkward skip 
and hop motion, and removed a firearm from his right cargo short pocket. 

Deputy attempted to initiate radio traffic over the dispatch channel but 
he did not get a response from his radio [Deputy (IAB) transcript 
pages 19-22]. 


Deputy {J attempted to contact Witness Trevillyan over the direct radio 
frequency; however, there was no response. Deputy J began yelling and 
raising his firearm over his head in an attempt to signal Witness Trevillyan that 
Suspect Ball was armed with a firearm, as Witness Trevillyan drove east on 
Avenue V-9 from Longview Road. ОерлУ 8 made additional attempts to 
broadcast over his radio but he was unsuccessful [Deputy 8 (|AB) 
transcript pages 22, 26-27]. 


IAB Note: The “Direct” radio frequency is a line of sight radio 
transmission used during close proximity tactical communications. 
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Deputy was in “sheer panic” because he had no communication, and 
Suspect Ball was running toward Witness Trevillyan’s position with the firearm, 
which he was unaware of it. Сер у wanted to ensure he could assist 
Witness Trevillyan if the suspect chose to engage in a confrontation, and provide 
aid if required [Deputy J's (IAB) transcript pages 25-27]. 


Deputy J decided to initiate a foot pursuit of Suspect Ball when he was 
approximately 40 to 50 yards ahead. Deputy J stayed approximately 30 
to 40 yards behind Suspect Ball as he ran east and northeast toward 
Pearblossom Highway. Deputy SE saw Witness Trevillyan drive past 
Suspect Ball, and stopped his vehicle. Deputy slowed down to keep a 
distance between himself and Suspect Ball and to avoid a crossfire angle with 
Witness Trevillyan. When Witness Trevillyan exited the patrol vehicle, Suspect 
Ball turned and ran directly south toward Avenue V-10 [Deputy s (IAB) 
transcript pages 27-29]. 


Suspect Ball jumped the chain link fence south of Avenue V-10 and fell onto the 
ground оп the other side. Сер у saw Witness Trevillyan holding the 
suspect at gunpoint, and he decided to go over the fence to be in a better 
position to approach the suspect or re-assess contacting him if he was 
cooperative. Deputy went over the fence approximately 30 yards from 
the suspect's position on the ground [Deputy 5 (IAB) transcript pages 
28-31, 33-35]. 


Suspect Ball unexpectedly got up and continued running southeast. Deputy 

approached Witness Trevillyan and they were able to communicate with 
each other. Witness Trevillyan asked Deputy what happened to the 
radio communication. Deputy said his radio was broken and Witness 
Trevillyan had to initiate the radio broadcast. Deputy I told Witness 
Trevillyan Suspect Ball had a firearm. Witness Trevillyan replied he was aware 
of the firearm. Deputy[ stated Witness Trevillyan then got on the radio 
and “began putting out information” [сери у ЖШ» (IAB) transcript pages 
10, 35]. 


As Suspect Ball continued to run southeast, Deputy 0 and Witness 
Trevillyan followed in a “V” formation approximately 30 to 40 yards behind him. 
Deputy saw Suspect Ball running while holding the firearm by the rail 
slide, “like a hammer.” Suspect Ball began to slow and began to turn to look over 
his shoulder at Deputy {J and Witness Trevillyan. Suspect Ball changed 
his hand position and held onto the pistol grip of the firearm with his right hand up 
near his chest. Suspect Ball turned and bladed his body and firearm toward 
Witness Trevillyan [Deputy {Es (IAB) transcript pages 36-38]. 


Suspect Ball continued running and turned toward Deputy 2 third time. 


The suspect appeared to express frustration and turned toward Witness 
Trevillyan again. Сер У became concerned Suspect Ball was deciding 
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which of them to engage and shoot first. Suspect Ball continued running up a 
small embankment, approaching a clearing. Deputy {went up the 
embankment and saw Suspect Ball go behind some tall bushes. Suspect Ball 
turned his upper body toward Deputy {J and kept his firearm across his 
body and then turned toward Witness Trevillyan [Deputy (IAB) 
transcript pages 39-40, 43]. 


Deputy те! пе was approaching an area with no cover or concealment. 
He felt he had cover back down the embankment if he retreated backward. 
Deputy felt Suspect Ball became committed to shooting one of them. 
The suspect changed his grip on the firearm, kept turning his body, and kept 
pointing the firearm muzzle toward Witness Trevillyan. Deputy stated 
Suspect Ball’s actions were a deadly force situation and he decided to take 
action to prevent the suspect from shooting Witness Trevillyan and himself 
[Deputy 008 < (Ав) transcript pages 41, 44]. 


Deputy {was approximately 25 yards away from Suspect Ball and 
described how he planted his feet, deliberately took aim at the suspect's center 
mass, and smoothly pulled his trigger one time. The backdrop was a gentle 
upslope of desert. His shot was effective as Suspect Ball threw up his arm and 
fell to the ground. After shooting at Suspect Ball one time, Deputy 
assessed whether the force was effective and it appeared to be. [Deputy 

ls (HOM) transcript page 5, Сери s (IAB) transcript 
pages 46-48]. 


IAB Note: Deputy J marked the positioning of himself, Witness 
Trevillyan and Supect Ball at the time of the shooting on an aerial 
overhead photo [Exhibit F, Marshall #3]. 


Witness Trevillyan asked Deputy Jif he shot at the suspect. Witness 
Trevillyan climbed over the fence to approach the suspect. Deputy 8 and 
Witness Trevillyan approached the suspect together in a “V” pattern converging 
as they got closer to the suspect. As they approached, Deputy ave 
Suspect Ball commands not to move. Although Deputy left his Taser in 
the vehicle, he still considered the approach of Suspect Ball to be a deadly force 
situation and did not consider deploying any less lethal options during their 
approach Ірери у 08 s (IAB) transcript pages 6, 46, 48-49]. 


The firearm was out of Suspect Ball's reach. Deputy J and Witness 
Trevillyan ensured the firearm was secure by stepping onto it and moving it away 
from Suspect Ball. Deputy| saw blood coming from the right side of 
Suspect Ball’s chest. Deputy, cut off the suspect's shirt and used it to 
apply pressure to the wound. Witness Trevillyan used his radio and requested 
additional resources and fire department personnel respond to the location. 
Deputy continued to speak to Suspect Ball as he searched the suspect 
[Depu ’s (IAB) transcript pages 49-52]. 
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Wines Ba rived and ensured Deputy and Witness Trevillyan they 
were uninjured and there were enough units to preserve and contain the scene. 
Witness Masked for a brief account of the foot pursuit and the shooting to 
Provide investigators and for a public safety statement. While at the scene, 
Deputy ШЕШШ kept checking his radio, but it ked. He later realized 
the antenna was bent above the post. Deputy Ш. taken back to the 
Station and sequestered until he was interviewed by Homicide Detectives Gunner 
and Jaime [Бери ЖИ» (IAB) transcript pages 52-53, 55]. 


IAB Investigators provided Deputy {J with several photographs of the 
scene from the Crime Lab and Google satellite photos of the area 8 1- 
3”). Гери crow his path of travel on the overhead view photograph in 
black marker. He drew the suspect's approximate path in red and Witness 
Trevillyan’s approximate path in blue. Deputy {estimated his foot pursuit 
of the suspect was approximately a quarter mile and lasted approximately a 
minute and a half to two minutes [Оери' Ж» (IAB) transcript page 56]. 
Deputy stated the scene depicted in photo titled ЖШ was a 
similar representation of Deputy s view when he engaged Suspect Ball 
[Deputy 009 < (IAB) transcript pages 41-42]. The photos were submitted 
as [Exhibit F, Interview Photographs marked by Deputy 00 000050 1 
4). 


EMPLOYEE WITNESSES 
Sergeant Jason Trevillyan 


On June 15, 2019, Witness Trevillyan participated in a voluntary interview with 
Homicide Detectives Alfred Jaime and David Gunner at Palmdale Station. 
Witness Trevillyan did not have representation. Witness Trevillyan's Homicide 
interview was recorded, transcribed, and submitted [Witness Trevillyan (HOM)]. 


On August 17, 2021, IAB Sergeants Jason Cunningham and Sara Rodriguez 
interviewed Witness Trevillyan at Palmdale Station. Witness Trevillyan did not 
request representation. The interview was recorded, transcribed, and submitted 
[Witness Trevillyan (ІАВ)]. 


Witness Trevillyan was promoted to sergeant in December 2014 and transferred 
to patrol at Palmdale Station in December of 2018. On June 14, 2019, Witness 
Trevillyan was the sergeant for the Palmdale Station Summer Crime Suppression 
Team, and was partnered with Deputy| as Unit 268S. Witness Trevillyan 
described a working history with Depu' while on patrol and specifically 
selected him to work with on the team. Witness Trevillyan and Deputy 0000 
had a “standing way of practice” for engaging foot pursuits, stating, “If something 
were to happen and he needed me on foot, he would be the person that's better 
to be on foot. | would be better in a car. We talked about radio usage. He 
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=z, be the primary for the radio in most circumstances” [Witness 
revillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 2-4, 6]. 


At approximately 1900 hours, Witness Trevillyan and Deputy were 
conducting routine patrol and were travelling north on Longview approaching 
Pearblossom Highway in their marked patrol unit. At approximately Avenue V- 
10, they passed a male pedestrian who was walking on the shoulder on the road 
in their same direction. Witness Trevillyan and Deputy immediately 
recognized the male as Suspect Ball. Witness Trevillyan stated Suspect Ball 
was distinguishable because of tattoos on his face and neck. Witness Trevillyan 
knew Suspect Ball was a gang member, but he had no indication the suspect 
could be armed with a firearm [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 7- 
10]. 


Deputy J was driving the patrol vehicle and made a U-turn just past 
Suspect Ball. Deputy drove toward Suspect Ball on the east side of 
Longview Road, between Avenue V-9 (128"" Street) and Avenue V-10, facing 
south. Deputy exited the patrol vehicle and contacted Suspect Ball, 
who was near the front bumper of the patrol vehicle. Suspect Ball gave 
indications he was going to flee by moving toward the open desert and by 
questioning why he was being stopped. Witness Trevillyan exited the passenger 
side of the vehicle, and went around the back of the car toward Deputy a 
near the driver's door. Witness Trevillyan went around the back of the car 
because he wanted to position himself between the suspect and Pearblossom 
Highway in case the suspect ran. Suspect Ball immediately began to run east 
between Avenue V-9 (128'" Street) and Avenue V-10. There was no indication 
Suspect Ball was armed with a firearm [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript 
Pages 11-12]. 


IAB Note: IAB Investigator provided a Google satellite map to Witness 
Trevillyan. He noted Avenue V-9 was marked as 128" Street on the 
provided map. 


Deput told Witness Trevillyan to take the patrol vehicle, who told 
ay “take the radio” [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript 
pages 13-14]. Witness Trevillyan described the plan was to set up a perimeter 
around the suspect with Deputy [J staying to the west of the suspect, and 
Witness Trevillyan attempting to get to a position east of him in the radio car. 
Together they would adjust their positioning to keep the suspect in their view and 
within their perimeter until enough units could arrive and establish a containment, 
and take the suspect into custody. Witness Trevillyan and Deputy split 
partners about three-tenths of a mile, but with the intent to only contain the 
suspect and not to apprehend him [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript 
pages 13-14, 16]. 
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Witness Trevillyan got into the patrol vehicle, made a U-turn and drove east on 
Avenue V-9 (128'" Street). As he drove on the road, he saw Deputy 

following some distance behind the Suspect. Witness Trevillyan heard the busy 
tone on the radio and assumed Deputy was broadcasting the required 
information. Suspect Ball ran east and veered northeast toward Witness 
Trevillyan’s radio car. Witness Trevillyan stopped his patrol vehicle 
approximately two-tenths of a mile, east of Longview Road, on Avenue V-9. 
Witness Trevillyan exited his vehicle and ordered Suspect Ball to stop and to get 
оп the ground while on the driver's side of the vehicle, utilizing it for cover and 
concealment. Suspect Ball turned and ran south away from Witness Trevillyan. 
Witness Trevillyan was approximately 30 to 40 feet away from Suspect Ball and 
Deputy J was approximately 20 to 30 feet behind the suspect. Witness 
Trevillyan was still unaware Suspect Ball was armed [Witness Trevillyan’s 
(IAB) transcript pages 17-21]. 


Witness Trevillyan followed Suspect Ball approximately a tenth of a mile, 
southbound, to Avenue V-10 where there was a chain-link, fenced in, area. The 
suspect went over the chain link fence and fell to the ground on the other side. 
Witness Trevillyan saw a black semi-automatic firearm and a cell phone land on 
the ground. Witness Trevillyan stayed north of the fence line, approximately 10 
to 15 feet away near some bushes. He detained the suspect at gunpoint through 
the chain link fence and gave him Ball commands to stay on the ground 
[Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 18, 23-25]. 


Witness Trevillyan noticed he was hearing routine radio traffic and yelled out to 
| who was approaching from the west, north of the fence, 
“What's going on with the radio?” Deputy {J yelled back his radio was 
broken. Witness Trevillyan requested emergency radio clearance. Witness 
Trevillyan recalled broadcasting he was in foot pursuit of an armed suspect, their 
location, and direction of travel [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript page 19]. 


Suspect Ball grabbed the firearm by the slide in his right hand and continued to 
гип southeast, paralleling a fence and a road. Witness Trevillyan decided not to 
go over the fence because he did not want to fall down like the suspect had and 
be at a disadvantage. Witness Trevillyan followed the suspect along the road 
(133" Street). Witness Trevillyan saw Deputy| had entered the fenced in 
area, south of Avenue V-10, approximately 30 to 40 feet to the west of him. 
Witness Trevillyan and Deputy then paralleled each other, staying 
behind the suspect. Witness Trevillyan stated Deputy Marshall was yelling “417” 
indicating the suspect was armed with a firearm [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) 
transcript pages 26-29]. 


Witness Trevillyan noticed Suspect Ball appeared to be tiring and slowing his 
pace. Also, his “body positioning became that he was trying to track” Witness 
Trevillyan and Deputy [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript page 
29]. The suspect kept his firearm in his right hand with his elbow bent 90 
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degrees and he kept turning his upper body to the left and right looking over his 
shoulder at both of them. Witness Trevillyan stated they continued to give 
Suspect Ball commands to stop, drop the firearm, and get on the ground 
[Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 29-30, 33]. 

Witness Trevillyan updated their location and direction of travel, and heard over 
the radio numerous patrol units indicate they were responding. Witness 
Trevillyan kept his firearm’s muzzle pointed toward Suspect Ball and stated there 
was no concern of crossfire due to the suspect and Deputy 
positioning. 


IAB Note: Witness Trevillyan marked a satellite photo [Exhibit I] to 
show their positioning at the time of the shooting. He initialed “G.S.” for 
“gunshot” indicating his positioning when he heard the gunshot, “Z. M.” for 
Deputy and “Ball” for the suspect's positioning. The positioning 
appeared to be triangular [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 
35-36]. 


Witness Trevillyan stated they approached a small slope and that led to a flat 
clearing with less cover and concealment, however, the slope itself provided 
cover and concealment. Witness Trevillyan saw Deputy (J directly to his 
west and saw the suspect's silhouette as he veered west around a bush and then 
heard a gunshot [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 31-35]. 


Witness Trevillyan yelled out to Deputy and asked if he shot. Deputy 

replied he had shot. Witness Trevillyan saw the suspect fall to the 
ground. Witness Trevillyan went over the fence so he could be on the same side 
as Deputy ШШ to form а team and evaluate the situation to provide care if 
needed. Witness Trevillyan and Deputy ИШЕ: the distance” between 
each other, and together they approached the suspect, who was on his back. As 
they approached, they saw the firearm on the ground out of the suspect's reach. 
Witness Trevillyan secured the firearm by stepping on it and held Suspect Ball at 
gunpoint to provide cover for Deputy ANN vino contacted the suspect, 
searched him, and provided first aid. Witness Trevillyan made the decision to 
approach Suspect Ball because responding units were at least three minutes 
away and they took advantage the suspect was “semi-cooperative” and he could 
“bleed out” [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 36-41]. 


Witness Trevillyan broadcasted there was a deputy involved shooting over the 
radio and requested rescue personnel, and stated all deputies were accounted 
for [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 37, 46-47] 

Suspect Ball had a gunshot wound to his shoulder. Although he was initially 
angry ing shot, he became cooperative with Witness Trevillyan and 
сери lll decided not to handcuff the suspect because of his injury 
and his demeanor [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 40-41]. 
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Witness Trevillyan later reported his route of travel during the foot pursuit and 
information for a public safety statement to the responding field sergeant. He 
was transported back to Palmdale Station where he was sequestered and 
interviewed by Homicide detectives. Witness Trevillyan stated Deputy иш 
radio was later discovered to be inoperable [Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) 
transcript pages 42-44]. 


IAB Note: Witness Trevillyan provided photographs of the damage to 
Deputy radio antenna following the interview [Exhibit G, 
Photographs of Deputy ШЙ - Radio Antenna]. 


Witness Trevillyan drew his path of travel on a Google Satellite view photograph 
in red marker for IAB investigators. Witness Trevillyan estimated the overall foot 
pursuit distance was half a mile and lasted approximately two to three minutes 
[Witness Trevillyan’s (IAB) transcript pages 48-49]. He drew the suspect's 
approximate path in black and Deputy ШЕНИЕ. approximate path in blue. The 
photo was submitted as [Exhibit H, Interview Photograph marked by Witness 
Trevillyan]. 


On August 20, 2021, IAB Sergeant Jason Cunningham interviewed Witness 
ший. telephone. Оп June 14, 2019, Witness {was assigned 
to Narcotics Bureau and was working overtime at Palmdale Station. He was 

assigned as a field sergeant, supervising patrol units on the eastside of Palmdale 


and the east lying county areas. 


Witness {J recalled being at another call for service when he heard radio 
traffic of a foot pursuit by Witness Trevillyan. Witness recalled the radio 
traffic was clear and concise and indicated the location of the foot pursuit. 
Witness responded lights and siren to Longview Road and Avenue V-10. 
It took Witness approximately 15 to 18 minutes to arrive [Witness 
ШИЩ5 transcript pages 3-4]. 


Witness {J arrived after the shooting occurred. He spoke to Witness 
Trevillyan and Deput о check on their condition as paramedics 
provided medical aid to the suspect. 


Deputy 00 270 Witness Trevillyan provided him a brief account of the 
incident, identified where the shooting occurred, and required information for a 
public safety statement. Witness did not speak to the suspect or see the 
suspect's injuries [Witness Carter’s transcript page 5]. 


Deputy (and Witness Trevillyan told Witness [they were driving on 


Longview Road and recognized a wanted suspect for a possession of a stolen 
vehicle. As they drove toward the suspect, the suspect immediately ran 
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eastbound through some shrubs along Avenue V-10. Witness Trevillyan and 


роса attempted to “corral” the suspect to keep him from eluding the 
perimeter [Witness [Js transcript page 6]. 


Deputy said during the foot pursuit, the suspect made motions turning 
his body and firearm toward and away from him. Deputy 88 was in fear the 
Suspect was going to shoot Witness Trevillyan or himself. Deputy {EEE took 
direct aim and fired his weapon from approximately thirty yards away [Witness 


GBs transcript page 8]. 


Witness роне crime scene integrity and requested the perimeter be 
“tightened up” [Witness {Ms transcript раде 5]. He arranged for the 
involved personnel to be transported to the station and sequestered. Witness 
Mrakich arrived on scene and Witness HEpassed on the information 
regarding the incident. Witness Mrakich assumed control of the incident and 
Witness returned to the field to supervise routine patrol units [Witness 


ШЕ» transcript pages 5, 7]. 
Witness Marc Mrakich 


On August 25, 2021, IAB Sergeant Jason Cunningham interviewed Witness Marc 
Mrakich at Century Station. On June 14, 2019, Witness Mrakich was assigned to 
Palmdale Station as a sergeant and was working as a field sergeant, supervising 
patrol units on the west side of Palmdale Station's service area. 


Witness Mrakich was alerted to the incident when he heard emergent radio traffic 
of a foot pursuit of an armed suspect in the area of Longview Road and 
Pearblossom Highway. Witness Mrakich immediately responded and arrived 
approximately twenty minutes later. Deputy J and Witness Trevillyan told 
Witness Mrakich they engaged in a foot pursuit through the desert with a suspect 
they had recognized. A shooting occurred when Deputy (J perceived a 
threat and acted in self-defense when the suspect pointed a weapon at them 
[Witness Mrakich’s transcript pages 9-10]. 


Witness Mrakich was shown there area of the foot pursuit and where the 
shooting occurred. The shooting appeared to be in a ‘little gulley” and the 
backdrop of the shooting appeared to be sand [Witness Mrakich’s transcript 
page 4-5]. Witness Mrakich ensured there was enough deputies to contain and 
preserve the scene. Witness Mrakich could not recall specific details from the 
incident or of what he was told about the foot pursuit [Witness Mrakich’s 
transcript pages 5-7]. 


Witness Mrakich stated УУпез 8 was at the location and handling the 
incident and he went to establish a command post near Longview and 
Pearblossom Highway. The Watch Commander, Witness De Jong, was notified 
and responded to the scene [Witness Mrakich’s transcript pages 6, 10]. 
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Witness Steven De Jong 


On August 30, 2021, IAB Sergeant Jason Cunningham interviewed Witness 
Steven De Jong at Palmdale Station. Witness De Jong was assigned as the 
Watch Commander at Palmdale Station during the incident. 


Witness De Jong was inside the station and heard radio traffic from Witness 
Trevillyan stating he was in foot pursuit. Witness De Jong knew Witness 
Trevillyan was working with Deputy J on a Summer Enforcement Team. 
Witness De Jong immediately responded to the desk area and established cold 
line communications with the Sheriff's Communications Center. Witness De 
Jong monitored the foot pursuit and heard a deputy involved shooting occurred 
[Witness De Jong’s transcript pages 2-3]. 


Witness De Jong stated his initial phone call malfunctioned or disconnected and 
he immediately reconnected with the assistance of Watch Deputy Amber Little. 
Once connected with SCC, Witness De Jong heard Witness Trevillyan was on 
scene and he stated all personnel were accounted for, Aero was requested, and 
medical rescue was responding for the suspect. Witness De Jong ensured a 
deputy respond to Witness Trevillyan and Deputy 85 vehicle to secure it 
[Witness De Jong’s transcript pages 3-4]. 


After disconnecting with SCC, Witness De Jong immediately responded to the 
location of the shooting which was approximately 25 to 30 minutes away from the 
station. Witness De Jong arrived and was provided with preliminary information 
concerning the foot pursuit and the shooting. Witness De Jong and Witness 
Mrakich established a command post and made notifications to the unit 
commander, division chief, and Homicide Bureau. Afterwards, Witness De Jong 
submitted a memorandum to Chief Kneer containing preliminary information of 
the incident. Witness De Jong submitted a foot pursuit evaluation form and 
additional supporting documents. A satellite map was included in the submitted 
documents which approximated the distance of the foot pursuit to 1,522 feet 
[EXHIBIT I, Foot Pursuit Package Documents]. [Witness De Jong’s 
transcript pages 4-7]. 


CIVILIAN WITNESSES 


There were no civilian witnesses nor nearby surveillance cameras identified 
during the investigation. 


SUSPECT STATEMENT 
On June 15, 2019, Homicide investigators attempted to interview Suspect Ball at 
Palmdale Sheriff Station. Suspect Ball declined to be interviewed without an 


attorney. Detectives Jaime and Gunner did not obtain a statement from Suspect 
Ball. 
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Suspect Ball did not respond to request to be interviewed by IAB investigators 
[Miscellaneous Documents, (3) Contact Letters to Suspect Ball]. 


On July 24, 2021, Suspect Ball phoned IAB Sergeant Cunningham call from 
(661)300-9621, and he indicated an interest in discussing the matter 
[Miscellaneous Documents, Voicemail Notification Record]. On July 27, 
2021, IAB Sergeant Cunningham spoke with Suspect Ball by phone, and the 
suspect expressed an interest in participating in an interview but had concerns 
his statements would be admissible in court. Suspect Ball was working at the 
time and could not speak over the phone. IAB Sergeant Cunningham arranged 
to conduct an in-person or phone interview. Suspect Ball did not return any 
further calls or requests to contact the IAB investigator. 
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November 23, 2020 


Captain Kent Wegener 

Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 

1 Cupania Circle 

Monterey Park, California 91755 


Re: Non-Fatal Officer Involved Shooting of Robert Ball 
J.S.1.D. File #19-0269 
L.A.S.D. File #019-08458-2660-152 


Dear Captain Wegener: 

The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office 
has completed its review of the June 14, 2019, non-fatal shooting of Robert Ball by a member 
of the Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department. Our detailed analysis of this incident is 
contained in the attached memorandum. 


Very truly yours, 


JACKIE LACEY 
District Attorney 


” ——- 
y ALAT 
SHANNON PRESBY 


Head Deputy District Attorney 
Justice System Integrity Division 


с Осу 


Hall of Justice 

211 West Temple Street, Suite 1200 
Los Angeles, CA 90012-3210 

(213) 974-3888 

Fax: (213) 626-5125 

WEBSITE: http://da.co.la.ca.us 


MEMORANDUM 


TO: CAPTAIN KENT WEGENER 
Los Angeles County Sheriff's Department 
Homicide Bureau 
1 Cupania Circle 
Monterey Park, California 91755 


FROM: JUSTICE SYSTEM INTEGRITY DIVISION 
Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office 


SUBJECT: Non-Fatal Officer Involved Shooting of Robert Ball 
J.S.LD. File #19-0269 
L.A.S.D, File #019-08458-2660-152 


DATE: November 23, 2020 


The Justice System Integrity Division of the Los Angeles County District Attorney’s Office has 
completed its review of the June 14, 2019, non-fatal shooting of Robert Ball by Los Angeles 


County Sheriffs Department (LASD) Deputy аали It is our conclusion that 
Deputy {ected in lawful self-defense and defense of another. 


The District Attorney’s Command Center was notified of the shooting on June 14, 2019, at 
9:34 p.m. The District Attorney Response Team responded and was given a briefing of the 
shooting. A walk-through of the scene was not conducted due to the remoteness of the shooting 
location. 


The following analysis is based on police and investigative reports, audio recorded interviews, 
photographic evidence and radio traffic recordings submitted to this office by Detectives David 
Gunner and Alfred Jaime, LASD, Homicide Bureau. I provided a voluntary statement 
which was considered as part of this analysis. 


FACTUAL ANALYSIS 


On June 14, 2019, shortly before 7:00 p.m., Sergeant Jason Trevillyan and Deputy 

were on patrol in a marked black and white police vehicle, working a summer crime 
suppression team. azz was driving north on Longview Road in the City of Pearblossom 
when they passed Robert Ball walking northbound on the dirt shoulder. Trevillyan and аа 
recognized Ball from a prior arrest and knew he was a named suspect in a recent stolen vehicle 
case.! 


1 Trevillyan and arrested Ball for| 
on May 16, 2019. On June б, 


Diagram of the scene 


made a U-turn and stopped the marked police vehicle to the front of Ball.? 
exited the driver's door and told Ball, “Come over here. 1 need to talk to you.” Ball replied, 
“What do you need to talk to me for?” During this time, Trevillyan walked around the rear of 
the police vehicle to the driver’s side. [MJ ordered Ball to place his hands on the patrol car. 
Ball істо and fled on foot eastbound through the open desert between Avenue V-9 
and Avenue V-10. 


{EE 'st contacted Ball at “1” on the scene diagram. 
2 


Looking саз! into the desert where Ball fled from the deputies between Avenue V-9 and Avenue У-10. 


ordered Ball to stop and observed Ball remove a black semiautomatic firearm from the 
cargo pocket of his shorts. Meanwhile, Trevillyan had entered the police car and drove north to 
Avenue V-9 and paralleled Ball eastbound attempted to broadcast his observations to 
Trevillyan, but his radio malfunctioned. еа his duty weapon into the air with the 
mounted flashlight activated and pointed toward it in an attempt to signal to Trevillyan that Ball 
was armed. HE chased after Ball, who was now 30 to 40 yards ahead of him. 
ordered Ball to stop and drop the gun multiple times. 


Ball veered to the north toward Avenue V-9 as Trevillyan passed Ball's position to the east in an 
attempt to cut off his progess. Trevillyan stopped the police vehicle, exited, unholstered his 
service weapon and ordered Ball to stop.’ Ball turned south and ran toward Avenue V-10. 
Trevillyan pursued Ball on foot. 


Ball approached a chain-link fence that surrounded a vacant desert lot on the south side of 
Avenue V-10. Ball jumped over the fence and fell to the ground.* At that time, Trevillyan 
observed a firearm in Ball’s right hand. Trevillyan pointed his service weapon at Ball and 
yelled, “Don’t move! Don’t get up! Stop where you are!” Ball ignored the orders, got to his 
feet and continued running south through the lot. Trevillyan broadcast over the radio they were 
chasing an armed suspect. 


2" on the scene diagram. 
on the scene diagram. 
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3 Trevillyan stopped his patrol vehicle at locati 
+ Ball jumped the chain link fence at location 


Location where Ball jumped over the c! 


ink fence on the south side of Avenue V-10. 


_ ШОШ over the chain-link fence 30 to 40 yards west of Ball. i pursued Ball in 
a southeasterly direction as Ball ran along the eastern fence line. Trevillyan paralleled Ball on a 
dirt road that ran along the outside of the fence. At this time, the deputies noticed that Ball was 


holding the gun by the slide." J ordered Ball to stop running and drop the gun. Ball 
continued to flee and repeatedly looked over his shoulder toward the deputies 


Н с that when Ball first removed the gun from his pocket, he held it by the grip. 
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Looking south into the fenced-in desert lot with the chain-link fence to the left of the photograph. 


Ball appeared to be tiring and began to slow. During this time, {observed Ball rotate his 
hold on the gun from the slide to the grip. Ball then tumed his entire body toward 

Г PGE he and Ball were about to engage in a shootout. However, Ball never pointed 
the gun at | and immediately turned back and continued running. Ball then looked 
toward Trevillyan. It appeared tof that Ball was trying to decide which deputy to shoot 
first, 


Ball stopped and faced [MJ a second time, and again quickly turned back to the south. Ball 
then extended the gun from his body and turned it toward Trevillyan. Fearing that Ball was 
going to shoot Trevillyan, then turn the gun о И (EEE fired one round from his 
service weapon, striking Ball. Ball fell to the ground and the firearm landed approximately six 
inches from his right hand. 


Trevillyan observed Ball slow as he headed in the direction of the southern fence line. Ball 
continued to look back (оуа ИИ who was farther away from Ball than Trevillyan. Ball 
appeared too fatigued to make it over the fence and Trevillyan feared that Ball would turn toward 
him and (RR with the firearm. Ball veered to the west and Trevillyan’s view became 
partially obscured by trees and brush. At that time, Trevillyan heard one gunshot, but did not see 
who fired. Trevillyan yelled tof and asked (MJ if he had fired. (confirmed 
that he did. Trevillyan continued south and observed Ball fall to the ground. Trevillyan jumped 
the fence and stepped on the gun to prevent Ball from regaining possession of it. 


* Ball was at location “4” on the scene diagram when he was struck by gunfire. 
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Ball’s location at the time of the shooting. The camera is facing southeast. 
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Ball’s weapon recovered at the scene. 


began to render aid to Ball. Ball asked {J why he had shot him. God 


Ball he was scared and thought Ball was going to shoot him or his partner. Ball replied, “Why 
were you scared, it was а fake gun.” Ball eventually told that he understood why his 


actions would make fearful.” 
Injuries 


Ball was transported by Los Angeles County Fire Department personnel to Antelope Valley 
Hospital where he was treated for a gunshot wound to the rear right shoulder area. 


Weapon 
Ball's weapon was a black, “Umarex 9xP 4.5mm CAL” BB-gun. 


Statement of Robert Ball 


On June 15, 2019, detectives contacted Ball at the Palmdale Sheriff's Station jail to conduct an 
interview. Ball declined to speak with the detectives. 


7 The conversation was not recorded, however, Trevillyan was present and overheard it 


7 


Criminal Charges 


Ball was charged in case MA076545 with felony violations of Vehicle Code sections 1085 1(а) 
and 2800.2, driving a stolen vehicle and recklessly fleeing from the police, which occurred on 
June 6, 2019, Ball was also charged with resisting a peace officer and brandishing a replica gun, 
misdemeanors arising from his actions on June 14, 2019. Ball pled guilty to the two felonies and 
was sentenced to three years and eight months in state prison on July 31, 2019. The 
misdemeanor charges were dismissed pursuant to the plea agreement. 


THE LAW 


The use of deadly force in self-defense or in defense of another is justifiable if the person 
claiming the right actually and reasonably believed (1) that he or the person he was defending 
was in imminent danger of being killed or suffering great bodily injury, (2) that the immediate 
use of force was necessary to defend against that danger, and (3) that he used no more force 
than was reasonably necessary to defend against that danger. See, CALCRIM No. 505. 


A police officer may use reasonable force to effect an arrest, prevent escape, or overcome 
resistance of a person the officer believes has committed a crime. Penal Code section 835а. An 
officer “may use all the force that appears to him to be necessary to overcome all resistance, even 
to the taking of life; [an officer is justified in taking a life if] the resistance [is] such as appears to 
the officer likely to inflict great bodily injury upon himself or those acting with him.” People v. 
Mehserle (2012) 206 Cal.App.4th 1125, 1146. 


In evaluating whether a police officer's use of deadly force was reasonable in a specific situation, 
it is helpful to draw guidance from the objective standard of reasonableness adopted in civil 
actions alleging Fourth Amendment violations. “The ‘reasonableness’ of a particular use of 
force must be judged from the perspective of a reasonable officer on the scene, rather than with 
the 20/20 vision of hindsight... The calculus of reasonableness must embody allowance for the 
fact that police officers are often forced to make split-second judgments—in circumstances that 
are tense, uncertain, and rapidly evolving—about the amount of force that is necessary in а 
particular situation.” Graham v. Connor (1989) 490 17.5. 386, 396-397. 


Actual danger is not necessary to justify the use of force in self-defense. If one is confronted by 
the appearance of danger which one believes, and a reasonable person in the same position 
would believe, would result in death or great bodily injury, one may act upon these 
circumstances, The right to self defense is the same whether the danger is real or apparent. 
People v. Toledo (1948) 85 Cal.App.2d 577, 580. 


CONCLUSION 


Robert Ball was wanted for driving a stolen vehicle and felony evading that had occurred eight 
days earlier. Ball fled from Trevillyan and J when they attempted to detain him. During 
the foot pursuit, Ball removed what appeared to be a black semiautomatic firearm from his 
pocket. Ball ignored repeated commands to stop running and drop the gun. Ball’s behavior 
showed a desperation to avoid arrest. Instead of surrendering to the deputies, Ball turned toward 
Trevillyan with the gun pointed in his direction. 


The fact that the weapon was а BB gun does not change the analysis in this case. The weapon 
was designed to look identical to a real semiautomatic firearm. In addition, there were no 
markings on the weapon to indicate that it was a replica. | Ed Trevillyan reasonably 
believed the firearm was real. When Ball pointed the weapon toward Trevillyan, it placed 
Гг 0 reasonable fear for his partner’s life, as well as his own, and he responded with 
reasonable deadly force. 


We conclude that Deputy шыш in lawful self-defense and defense of another 
when he used deadly force against Robert Ball. We are therefore closing our file and will take 
no further action in this matter. 
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